chapter sixteen

16:1 And I heard a loud voice from the temple, saying to the seven angels, "Go and pour out the seven bowls of the wrath of God into the earth."  {kai, (cc)--avkou,w (viaa--1s)--me,gaj (a--gf-s) great, loud--fwnh, (n-gf-s)—evk (pg)--o` nao,j (n-gm-s)--le,gw (vppagf-s)--o` e`pta, a;ggeloj (n-dm-p)--u`pa,gw (vmpa--2p) go away, depart--kai, (cc)--evkce,w (vmpa--2p) to cause to spill, to pour out, to provide something in abundance--h`. e`pta, fia,lh (n-af-p)--o` qumo,j (n-gm-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)—eivj (pa)--h` gh/ (n-af-s)}

16:2 And the first angel went and poured out his bowl into the earth; and it became a loathsome and malignant sore upon the men who had the mark of the beast and who worshiped his image.  {kai, (ch)--avpe,rcomai (viaa--3s)--o` prw/toj (aponm-s) the first one--kai, (cc)--evkce,w (viaa--3s)--h` fia,lh (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)—eivj (pa)--h` gh/ (n-af-s)--kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--e[lkoj (n-nn-s) 3X, a wound, sore, abscess, Latin=ulcer, a festering wound--kako,j (a--nn-s) lit. of a bad nature, that which is not what it ought to be, a bad wound=a severe injury, a bad ulcer is one that spreads and festers--kai, (cc)--ponhro,j (a--nn-s) that which causes pain or trouble, annoying, irritating, severely painful--evpi, (pa)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-am-p) generic here for men and women--o` (damp+) e;cw (vppaam-p)--to. ca,ragma (n-an-s)—to. qhri,on (n-gn-s)--kai, (cc)--o` (damp+) proskune,w (vppaam-p)--h` eivkw,n (n-df-s)--auvto,j (npgn3s)}

Exposition vs. 1-2

1. The events of this chapter, which were introduced in the previous chapter, serve to conclude the wrath of God on the world of negative unbelievers.

2. As we have observed, the judgments that have already occurred have materially changed the face of the planet.

3. The Western Hemisphere, which comprises one-fourth of the land mass of the earth, has been completely destroyed and its population has suffered and died (some quickly, some slowly) under the ravages of nuclear warfare.  Rev. 6:8

4. The trumpet judgments, which continue throughout the last half of Daniel's 70th week have been devastating to the environment of the remaining portions of the earth.

5. By this point in the proceedings, one-third of the remaining flora has been destroyed, one-third of the oceans and seas have become toxic, one-third of the nautical fleets have been incapacitated, and one-third of the fresh water supply has become contaminated.  Rev. 8:7-11

6. The rotation of the earth has been dramatically affected, causing the day/night cycle to be increased in speed, resulting in a 16-hour cycle rather than the current 24 hour cycle.  Rev. 8:12

7. Those that have not accepted the free offer of salvation have endured five months of excruciating agony at the hands of the demonic locusts, which has likely driven them to the brink of madness.

8. From the destruction of the U.S., which occurs chronologically during the first six months of the third year of Daniel's 70th week, to the time of the end has been characterized by continual warfare.

9. While wars and rumors of wars will be the norm as we approach the time of the end, the ironic fact is that this all takes place against the backdrop of constant rhetoric about peace and security.  Matt. 24:6; IThess. 5:3

10. These bowl judgments differ in a number of ways from the previous judgments that have been leveled against the planet and its inhabitants.

a. There are no interludes or parenthetical explanations and these seven bowls are all treated as an unbroken unit.

b. The other judgments were limited to fractions of the planet while these judgments are global in scope.

c. The previous judgments certainly affected those that dwell on the earth, but these judgments are poured out directly on them.

11. There are also some obvious points of similarity in the judgments of the trumpets and those contained in the bowls.

12. Although the first judgment in each series does not appear to be related, the second one in each is directed at the seas, the third one in each is directed at the fresh water supply, and the fourth one in each deals with cosmic phenomena.

13. The fifth trumpet deals with the powers of spiritual darkness and the fifth bowl deals with the reality of physical darkness, the sixth in each sequence deals with the Euphrates river, and the seventh deals with phenomena associated with the Second Advent.

14. These last seven judgments will serve to further harden the hearts of men, just as the plagues leveled against Egypt resulted in hardening the heart of Pharaoh.  Ex. 7:13,22, 8:15,19,32, 9:12

15. In both cases, those that are negative harden their heart against the Lord and God responds with a judicial act in which He further hardens the heart of those that reject Him, allowing Him to judge them appropriately.  IIThess. 2:12

16. Although men have been warned from the beginning of Daniel's 70th week to fear God and give Him glory, their negative volition and rejection of the truth has resulted in a callous and hardened heart.

17. Instead of orienting to God they will respond with greater anger and blasphemy, which will eventuate in the complete destruction of the world system as they know it.  Rev. 16:9,11

18. The actual events are introduced by a loud voice, which is not identified, coming from the temple in Heaven.

19. Given what we were told in the previous chapter about no one being able to enter the temple until the seven plagues were completed, we would naturally identify this as the voice of God.

20. This voice seems to be the same unnamed voice that is referenced in Isaiah, which is mentioned in the context of God’s judgment on His enemies and His establishment of His earthly sanctuary in Jerusalem.  Isa. 66:6-20

21. The voice commands the angels to leave the premises and pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath into the earth.

22. The historicist position tends to relate these judgments to the French Revolution, connecting it with the weakening of the papacy; the sores refer to the moral corruption, atheism, and the general decay of society where the Roman Catholic Church was dominant.

23. The preterists are about equally divided; some hold that these judgments are directed toward Jerusalem, while others believe they are poured out on Rome, the great persecutor of believers.

24. The idealist position suggests that the trumpets and the bowls occur simultaneously throughout the Church Age, with the trumpets providing warning and the bowls destroying those that will not accept the warning.

25. Wilcock does make a good point about the fact that the trumpets were warning judgments and the bowls refer to complete destruction since the opportunity for fearing God and giving Him glory has passed.

26. The futurist interpreters have tended to wrestle not with the timing of these matters but with whether the events that will transpire are literal or symbolic.

27. Some (Ironside, Gaebelein) suggest that the book is a book of symbols, which contain a great deal more literal truth than many may suppose.

28. Others (Walvoord, Ryrie, Seiss) remain pretty consistent to the literalistic views and point out that the judgments are patterned after the judgments on Egypt (which were all literal) and that the last plagues are literal also.

29. The verb used of the bowls in our passage, evkce,w (ekcheo—encheo—pour out), is a term that is designed to convey the idea of copious and complete distribution of the substance in view.

30. This verb is used in Jeremiah at the time that he prays for God to give full expression to His wrath against those that have rejected His plan.  Jere. 10:25; Ps. 79:6; Zeph. 3:8

31. As Thayer points out, it is common for the contents of a vessel to be understood when one refers to the vessel itself; thus, it is a command to empty the bowls of what they contain.

32. The term wrath is a genitive of content and indicates that the bowls hold the wrath of God; the genitive God is subjective and indicates that God is the source of the wrath.

33. As has consistently been the case, the directional preposition eivj (eis—into) is used to denote the direction and destination of the judgments.  Rev. 6:13, 8:5,7

34. The angelic response is what we would expect and the angel immediately complies with God’s directive, departs and pours out his bowl into the earth.
35. This action results in the outbreak of serious skin disorders that certainly resemble those that were the subject of the sixth Egyptian plague in which terrible boils broke out on both man and beast.  Ex. 9:9-11

36. In fact, the Greek noun e[lkoj (helkos—sore) is used in the LXX to describe what happened to the Egyptians and to Job.  Job 2:7

37. It refers to a wound that is suppurated, an ulcerated skin abscess that is commonly described as a boil that oozes pus.

38. It is described by the general adjectives kako,j (kakos—loathsome) and ponhro,j (poneros—malignant), which other translations render as ugly and painful (NIV, NET), disgusting and virulent (NJB), foul and loathsome (NKJV), and bad and grievous (YLT).

39. The language may be intentionally general here in order to cause the reader to stop and contemplate the exact nature of the horrific judgment in view.

40. Interpreters are quite divided about whether or not these sores/boils are literal, with some (Hendricksen, Lindsey) stating that the sores are literal and are likely caused by the tremendous radioactive pollution or some other feature that exists in the atmosphere.

41. Others (Hailey, Gaebelein) take the boils in a symbolic fashion, suggesting that sores break out from an accumulation of impurities that permeate the whole body and that the spiritual, internal corruption is now manifested overtly.

42. While there is no indication that this plague is designed to threaten life, there is every indication that it is designed to produce unparalleled suffering among those that are afflicted by it.

43. While the term sore is a singular, it is understood by the majority of interpreters to be a collective singular and expresses the fact that it is not a single abscess on each person but many such sores all over the body.

44. This would make normal human activities almost unbearable; those that were so afflicted would not be able to walk, sit, eat, work, or lie down without pain.

45. This would also produce a universal need for medical supplies to attempt to control the spread of this condition and alleviate pain.

46. While there have been a number of suggestions as to what would cause this universal condition, one must understand that God can employ any mechanism to judge the human race or can simply supernaturally do it Himself.

47. One suggestion as to a mechanism relates to the sun and are referred to as coronal mass ejections.

48. Not all sunspots indicate coronal mass ejections; some are just magnetic aberrations that break the surface of the sun, but don’t result in an ejection of material.

a. Some have noted that a dramatic rise in solar activity with, the batch of sunspots that coalesced and fired off last October and early November (after the official peak of the sunspot cycle).

b. The blast on November 4th being the largest ever recorded (true, we've only been doing this for 20 years, and this one missed us), sending the mass equivalent of one cubic kilometer of stone hurtling into space at 1,388 miles per second and 41 million degrees Celsius (74 million F).

c. Beyond the obvious physical damage such matter could cause, this activity is accompanied by a boost of charged particles that can disrupt communications (planes had to be rerouted to maintain radio contact) and significantly raise the levels of radiation.

49. Others suggest a mechanism that is related to the mark of the beast and the possibility of introducing foreign materials into the body (particularly the lithium battery that is currently used to power the device) with products such as Verichip and Digital Angel.

a. “Lithium has been associated with a wide range of dermatological reactions of varying clinical significance (Deandrea et al 1982; Sarantidis and Waters, 1983). In one controlled study comparing the occurrence of cutaneous conditions between chronic lithium users and a control group of patients on minor tranquilizers or tricyclic antidepressants, the lithium patients experienced dermatologic adverse effects attributed to lithium in 34% (31/91) cases compared to 14% (6/44) in the control patients (Sarantidis and Waters, 1983). Maculopapular eruptions, which usually occur within one to three weeks of lithium initiation, may clear without discontinuation of lithium or any specific treatment. Acneiform eruptions may emerge or grow worse with lithium therapy, may be treatment resistant, and may require a decrease or discontinuation of the drug depending upon the patient. Sarantidis and Waters (1983) attributed acneiform eruptions to lithium in 11% (10/91) of lithium treated patients. Follicular eruptions may occur in one-third of patients, but go unnoticed due to lack of symptoms and spontaneous termination despite continued lithium treatment. Lithium may induce or, more commonly, exacerbate psoriasis, which may prove to be resistant to usual treatments and therefore require lithium discontinuation. Exfoliative dermatitis exists as a rare, but potentially serious reaction to lithium. The mechanism of lithium-induced dermatological reactions is unknown.
50. Still others suggest some strain of flesh-eating bacteria will erupt associated with the severe climatological changes, which will be difficult to treat given the economic conditions that will exist during the last half of Daniel's 70th week.

51. Given the hothouse, high-radiation environment that will exist, the world would indeed be conducive to rapid mutation of bacteria and viruses.

52. The fact that the directional preposition is used and the earth is explicitly mentioned as the recipient of the contents may suggest some sort of planetary alteration that is the basis for the sores.

53. While there are a number of fascinating possibilities, the text specifically states that the plague is limited to those who had the mark of the beast, implying that there may be something in the mark itself that brings this horrible affliction on those that worship the beast.

54. Alternately, God may provide supernatural protection for those who don’t have the mark, as at the Exodus when the angel of death passed over those who had marked their doors.

16:3 And the second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became blood like that of a dead man; and every living thing in the sea died.  {kai, (cc)--o` deu,teroj (aponm-s)--evkce,w (viaa--3s)--h` fia,lh (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)—eivj (pa)--h` qa,lassa (n-af-s)--kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--ai-ma (n-nn-s)--w`j (cs) as, like--nekro,j (ap-gm-s)--kai, (cc)--pa/j (a--nf-s)--yuch, (n-nf-s)--zwh, (n-gf-s)--avpoqnh,|skw (viaa--3s)--to. (dnnp+)  evn (pd)--h` qa,lassa (n-df-s)}

Exposition vs. 3

1. As we pointed out previously, the second bowl judgment is certainly parallel with the second trumpet judgment, the difference being the magnitude and scope of the judgment.

2. It is clear here that the judgment has turned from mankind toward nature, if one takes the words in their literal and normal meanings.

3. This is another passage in which some want to take the sea as being symbolic for Gentile peoples; however, they do not consistently interpret the rest of this judgment on that basis.

4. In other words, they do not explain the fact that everything in the seas died, which is actually further defined by the neuter plural of the definite article.

5. Almost all interpreters have noted that this judgment is similar in nature, although not in extent or the waters affected, with the judgment on the Egyptians in which the Nile was turned to blood.  Ex. 7:15-21

6. As we pointed out in chapter 8 where similar language was used, some see the sea as referring to a specific sea (the Mediterranean), while some have taken it to be a collective singular for all the oceans of the world.

7. The second suggestion seems more likely since we have previously seen this term in Revelation 7:2, where it was used in conjunction with the term earth, which was naturally taken to refer to the land mass.

8. Further, the language of destruction seems to imply a global scale when one factors in verse 4, which clearly uses the plural to refer to all fresh water sources.

9. While we hold to a literal explanation here, one must recognize that even within the literal revelation, John could only describe the pollution of the seas in terms of things with which he was familiar.

10. Therefore, when it says that the seas became blood like that of a dead man, it does not require literal blood to fulfill the prophecy.
11. The next theological issue that must be addressed is whether or not the seas will actually turn into literal blood, or if it is a poetic way of expressing contamination of the waters.

12. There is certainly a biblical precedent for God miraculously changing the chemical composition of water into blood, as seen in the first Egyptian plague.  Ex. 7:17-18

13. Further, the two witnesses will have the power to turn the waters into blood if they so choose.  Rev. 11:6

14. When one carefully examines the use of the term blood in this book, it certainly appears that unless the text forces you to move to some other meaning that it is to be taken as literal blood.

15. The exact mechanism for this phenomenon is not given, but we would certainly expect some of the blood from the fallout of the trumpets to affect the seas as well.

16. It is possible that the nuclear contamination would result in a massive destruction of marine life, which may result in their lifeblood being spilled into the waters as well.

17. There is a distinct possibility that some mechanism like red tide may be what God employs since that is equally toxic to marine life.

a. Red tides occur throughout the world, drastically affecting Scandinavian and Japanese fisheries, Caribbean, and South Pacific reef fishes, and shell fishing along U.S. coasts. 

b. Most recently, it has been implicated in the deaths of hundreds of whales, dolphins, and manatees in North American waters. 

c. These red tides are caused by several species of marine phytoplankton, microscopic plant like cells that produce potent chemical toxins, which affect marine life including reptiles, mammals, and birds.

d. The Florida red tide is caused by blooms of a dinoflagellate that produce potent neurotoxins, which cause extensive fish kills, contaminate shellfish and create severe respiratory irritation to humans along the shore.

18. One difference between this passage and the second trumpet is that now the water is likened in a simile to the blood of a dead man.
19. This is quite appropriate since the purpose of blood is to transport oxygen to the cells of the body and sustain life, much as the sea has been sustaining life for centuries.

20. The purpose of the sea is to provide an environment in which marine animals extract oxygen from their surroundings in order to sustain life.

21. It is possible for a fish to suffocate in the water; this happens when the oxygen in the water has been used up by another biotic source such as bacteria decomposing a red tide.

22. As those devoted to the continued health of the oceans have noted, “Life in the sea is dominated by the interaction of chemical processes and physical forces (tides, currents and weather) as demonstrated by phenomena such as global ocean circulation.”
23. It should be evident that the smaller, more fragile creatures will be the first to die off, but this will produce a domino effect that will eventually destroy every form of life in the world’s oceans.

24. All marine ecosystem components link together in a food chain, or more accurately, food web. 

25. Critical to the health of the seas are communities of seabed organisms and free-floating plants (phytoplankton) and animals (zooplankton), which are important sources of food for fish and other marine animals such as mollusks and crustaceans. 

26. These in turn are consumed by higher-ranking predators including fish such as tunas and sharks, birds, seals, cetaceans (porpoises, dolphins and whales) and humans.

27. Anyone with some familiarity with the results of a red tide event should understand the absolute masses of dead, decaying creatures that are going to be washing up on the shores on a daily basis.

28. In addition to the very potent neurotoxins that create respiratory distress, the health hazards associated with millions of decaying creatures will be almost impossible to calculate.

29. The expansive phrase every living thing indicates that it is not to be limited simply to fish but will impact shellfish, and all other forms of marine life.

30. It would seem logical that those forms of marine life that exist in the shallower waters will be the third that will die off first; those that live in the depths of the oceans will apparently survive for a few more years.  Rev. 16:3

31. The phrase pa/sa yuch. zwh/j (pasa psuche zoes—every soul of life) has been interpreted by some to refer to human souls, which are either on the sea or under it at the time of the attack.

32. It does not appear that the term yuch, (psuche—soul, life) is ever applied specifically to animals in the New Testament, so it could very well be humans in view.

33. However, the term soul in this context is modified by the appositional phrase that follows, the things in the sea, which goes far beyond human beings and encompasses all forms of living marine life.

16:4 And the third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of waters; and they became blood.  {kai, (cc)--o` tri,toj (aponm-s)--evkce,w (viaa--3s)--h` fia,lh (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)—eivj (pa)--o` potamo,j (n-am-p) rivers, larger segments of flowing water--kai, (cc)--h` phgh, (n-af-p) spring, a source of fresh water—to. u[dwr (n-gn-p)--kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--ai-ma (n-nn-s)}

16:5 And I heard the angel of the waters saying, "Righteous are You, who is and who was, O Holy One, because You judged these things;  {kai, (cc)--avkou,w (viaa--1s)--o` a;ggeloj (n-gm-s)—to. u[dwr (n-gn-p)--le,gw (vppagm-s)--di,kaioj (a--nm-s)--eivmi, (vipa--2s)--o` (dvms+) eivmi, (vppavm2s)--kai, (cc)--o` (dvms+) eivmi, (viia--3s)--o` o[sioj (ap-vm-s)--o[ti (cs)--ou-toj (apdan-p)--kri,nw (viaa--2s)}
16:6 for they poured out the blood of saints and prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to drink. They deserve it."  {o[ti (cs)--evkce,w (viaa--3p)--ai-ma (n-an-s)--a[gioj (ap-gm-p)--kai, (cc)--profh,thj (n-gm-p)--kai, (cc)--ai-ma (n-an-s)--auvto,j (npdm3p)--di,dwmi (vira--2s/viaa--2s) textual issue, perfect or aorist--pi,nw (vnaa)--a;xioj (a--nm-p) having the same weight or value as something else, comparable worth, worthy--eivmi, (vipa--3p) Worthy they are=they deserve their fate}

16:7 And I heard the altar saying, "Yes, O Lord God, the Almighty, true and righteous are Thy judgments."  {kai, (cc)--avkou,w (viaa--1s)—to. qusiasth,rion (n-gn-s)--le,gw (vppagn-s)--nai, (qs) particle of assertion, truly, yes, assuredly--ku,rioj (n-vm-s)--o` qeo,j (n-vm-s)--o` pantokra,twr (n-vm-s)--avlhqino,j (a--nf-p) real, true, genuine, pure--kai, (cc)--di,kaioj (a--nf-p) right, righteous--h` kri,sij (n-nf-p)--su, (npg-2s)}

Exposition vs. 4-7

1. This third plague is actually closer to the first Egyptian plague, which did not affect the seas or oceans but the Nile and its tributaries.

2. The language here is quite terse, which is intended to make the universal nature of the judgment all the more powerful to the reader.

3. There is no indication of the results of this judgment, but any reader would understand the devastating nature of the complete destruction of the fresh water sources.

4. Aside from the contamination of the drinking supply, which appears to be the primary focus of this judgment (Rev. 16:6), there would be the additional problem of the destruction of the life that inhabits the fresh water systems of the world.

5. Again, this could refer to a literal changing of the chemistry of water into blood, or it may point to some other mechanism that makes the waters toxic and incapable of supporting life.

6. Verse 5 introduces us to an angel that is designated as the angel of the waters, suggesting that this angel has power, authority, and jurisdiction over the water systems of the world.

7. We have now seen an angel in charge of fire and an angel that is in charge of the waters, but we are not provided with any explanation or job description.

8. Biblical angels fulfill a variety of functions, including conveying information to believers (Dan. 8:16; Lk. 1:19; Acts 7:53), rescuing (Dan. 10:13), watching over Israel (Dan. 12:1), and executing God’s judgments.  IISam. 24:16  

9. The Book of Daniel includes a number of ideas about angels that would be elaborated upon in post-Biblical texts, including named angels and guardian angels, that all the nations of the world have their own angelic prince, that there is an angelic hierarchy, and that angels have delimited spheres of authority.

10. In the Greco-Roman world, we also see the resurgence of a quasi-polytheistic view of the divine order recast in monotheistic terms. 

11. Now, instead of having minor gods with specific spheres of power, lists of angels appear, all subordinate to God, but each designated with their sphere of authority.  3 Enoch 

12. There is a considerable apocalyptic motif in which angels control the natural elements (I Enoch 60.11-24, 61.10, 66.1-2), but one must recognize here that the emphasis of the passage is on God’s judgment and not on the angelic control of water.

13. One must keep in mind that extra-biblical tradition and information must not be considered as authoritative and simply stick with what the text of Scripture clearly reveals.

14. As the one in charge of this area, he makes an important statement vindicating the holiness of God and setting forth the reason for this judgment in the verses that follow.

15. He deals with God in terms of His essence, focusing first on the attribute of righteousness and then on the attribute of eternal life.  

16. The first adjective di,kaioj (dikaios—righteous) deals with that which is morally and ethically correct; from a legal standpoint it deals with behavior that is honest and obedient to the law.

17. From what God has just done to the world of negative unbelievers, one might not think that such a term is appropriate to this context.

18. However, the law of lex talionis (equal and exact retribution), which is a part of all ancient codes of law, provides a legal remedy for the victim of a crime or the offended party in a grievance.

19. Normal people recognize that the offended party in a crime has the right to see that the offender is punished with the punishment appropriate to that offense.

20. Mankind has not only offended God by their personal violations of His righteousness and sensibilities, they have attacked and killed His prophets and martyred those that adhere to the truth.

21. The fact that God is designated as righteous in this context is designed to indicate that His wrath was not something that was simply arbitrary or vindictive; God’s wrath on the negative is exactly what the nature of the case demanded.

22. As we have repeatedly stated, God’s grace has preceded His judgment, mankind has been given every chance to change their minds and ways, and orient to what is right.

23. They have resisted at every turn and rejected every overture that God has made; now the time has expired, the offer of grace has been withdrawn, and man must face the absolute righteousness and justice of God on his own merits.

24. As we noted previously, the phrase Who is and who was is found at the very beginning of this book (Rev. 1:4); the final portion of it Who is coming is not repeated here since these words are spoken at the time that God is in the actual process of taking control of planet earth.

25. He continues with a nominative form of the adjective o[sioj (hosios—holy), which is to be understood as a vocative.
26. This term focuses on that which is set apart, that which is consecrated, that which is separate from defilement or sin.

27. The real emphasis, which has been noted by some (Beckwith) is that God’s holiness does not solely stress the fact of His sinlessness as much as it denotes His unapproachable majesty and power.

28. The reason for applying the appellations of righteous and holy to God is seen in the o[ti (hoti) clause that immediately follows, which stresses the fact that the punishments being meted out to those that dwell on earth are absolutely deserved.

29. In fact, these judgments do not in any way violate His righteousness in executing such judgments; the reader should understand that failure to judge those that have committed such transgressions would be in violation of righteousness.

30. In fact, the Greek verb kri,nw (krino-judge) has a basic meaning of dividing out or making a separation, deciding which is better or preferable, reaching a decision or determination, and finally passing judgment on someone’s actions.

31. In a negative sense, which is how it is used here, it means to find fault, to criticize, to condemn, and deliver over to punishment.

32. While some (Aune) have complained that the accusative neuter plural of the adjective ou-toj (houtos —these things) is “hardly an acceptable translation because it is unclear”, in light of what follows in verse 6 it is not at all unclear.

33. Some have suggested that the primary emphasis of these things is what follows in verse 6 (which it is), one must recognize that Paul made it quite clear that the wrath of God comes on the negative as a result of their wanton STA activity.  Eph. 5:3-7

34. What follows elaborates on why the judgment is deserved and is introduced by a second o[ti (hoti) clause that explains the first one.

35. The same Greek verb for the disposition of the bowls is used here and in this context has the nuance of murder/martyr as they poured out the blood of saints and prophets.
36. The distinction seems to be that the saints are what we might call average believers, while the prophets are those that have been specifically commissioned by God to act as His mouthpieces during Daniel's 70th week.

37. It seems best to take this in the actual time in which the judgment is happening and limiting the term saints and prophets to those that were actually martyred by the cosmos during Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 6:10, 11:7

38. Further, this judgment is clearly a response to the request that was placed on hold in the early portions of Daniel's 70th week, but is now executed in the perfect timing of God.  Rev. 6:9-10

39. As we have pointed out earlier, when prayers are offered that may be correct in content and spirit, but are not offered at the proper time, it appears that God retains those requests and answers them in His timing.

40. While there are many generations of persecutors and martyrs that have come and gone, it is important to note that God always executes His wrath on a particular generation that is especially deserving of that wrath.  Matt. 23:34-37

41. Just as the First Advent generation was especially culpable for their rejection of the light, as they rejected and crucified their Messiah, so the last generation will be guilty of the most heinous of spiritual crimes before the Lord.

42. Since they were guilty of treating life in such a callous manner, pouring out the blood of believers as if it was so much water (Ps. 79:3), their water is transformed into blood, which is all they have to consume.

43. The concluding phrase of verse 6 is viewed as a “terrible antithesis of Revelation 3:4” by Swete, and explicitly denotes the fact that their thirst for blood has been properly rewarded.

44. Verse 7 begins with the altar’s response that affirms the justice of God, which some have considered to be a personification.

45. However the literary device is actually metonymy, which is the substitution of one idea for that which is closely allied to it.  He sets a good table, where the term table is understood for the food on it.
46. In this case, it is not the altar that is actually speaking, the Greek text actually has a genitive/ablative form and the word voice is implied.

47. One could actually render the sentence I heard a voice from the altar, which removes any ambiguity and is to be understood as the voice of the martyrs previously associated with the altar.  Rev. 6:9

48. It appears that the full number of the martyrs has been completed and they are particularly interested in the events that form the answer to their prayers.

49. The voice affirms the correctness of what the angel has just stated with an emphatic nai, (nai—yes), a particle that denotes assent or agreement with what has just been said.

50. The title Lord God Almighty has been seen recently in the song of Moses, and in many ways is the primary title for God in this book, affirming Him as the omnipotent divine warrior.
51. The term pantokra,twr (pantokrator) is used only once outside of the book of Revelation in the New Testament (IICor. 6:18), and literally means all powerful.

52. This title was used by the 24 elders and was first directed toward the person of God, whom they addressed in the same fashion.  Rev. 11:17:
a. Lord God, a term that denotes one that has authority over others and stresses the sovereignty of His deity.

b. The Almighty, a term that emphasizes His power over all things and stresses His omnipotence; it is used in the LXX to translate the phrases Lord of the armies, or God of the armies, which conveys God’s supremacy over the angelic hosts.

53. The final vindication of God’s judgments employs very similar language to what these martyrs had used in chapter 15, substituting the term judgments for the term ways, and reversing the terms true and righteous.  Rev. 15:3
54. As we saw there, the language is certainly reminiscent of (if not actually taken from) Deuteronomy 32:4, which uses both Greek words in the translation of the Hebrew text.

55. The first adjective avlhqino,j (alethinos—true) denotes that which is true, correct, or dependable, and the nuance focuses on that which conforms to reality, that which is real, genuine, and stands opposed to what is false, or what does not fully correspond to reality.

56. This term expresses the attribute of veracity and the fact that God has not conducted Himself in any manner that is not consistent with what is true and right.
57. The second adjective di,kaioj (dikaios—righteous) deals with that which is morally and ethically correct; from a legal standpoint it deals with behavior that is honest and obedient to the law.

58. The fact that God’s words, ways, and judgments are righteous and true is certainly based on the fact that these things proceed from His nature of righteousness, justice, and veracity.

59. As Bultmann has stated, this concept of built on the Old Testament concept of tm,a/ (‘emeth—truth), which is often translated by the Greek avlh,qinoj (alethinos—true) in the LXX.

60. The word has a root meaning of that which is certain, dependable, or firm, and expresses the basic concept of support.

61. Both the Hebrew and Greek terms indicate that our faith in God is not without foundation; it is certainly not simply wishful thinking or something that might be possible but not certain.

62. Our faith is based on One that is firm and dependable, One that has demonstrated this fact repeatedly throughout human history, and Who is Himself the basis for our assurance.  Heb. 11:1-3,6,11,19

16:8 And the fourth angel poured out his bowl upon the sun; and it was given to it to scorch men with fire.  {kai, (cc)--o` te,tartoj (aponm-s)--evkce,w (viaa--3s)--h` fia,lh (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--evpi, (pa) when used with accus. emphasizes motion or direction--o` h[lioj (n-am-s)--kai, (ch)--di,dwmi (viap--3s)--auvto,j (npdm3s)--kaumati,zw (vnaa) 4X, to burn with heat, to scorch--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-am-p)—evn (pi)--pu/r (n-dn-s)}

16:9 And men were scorched with fierce heat; and they blasphemed the name of God who has the power over these plagues; and they did not repent, so as to give Him glory.  {kai, (ch)--kaumati,zw (viap--3p)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-p)--kau/ma (n-an-s) 2X, Rev. 7:16 heat, painful, scorching--me,gaj (a--an-s) great, strong, intense--kai, (ch)--blasfhme,w (viaa--3p)--to. o;noma (n-an-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--o` (dgms+)  e;cw (vppagm-s)--h evxousi,a (n-af-s)--evpi, (pa)--h` plhgh, (n-af-p)--ou-toj (a-daf-p)--kai, (cc)—ouv (qn)--metanoe,w (viaa--3p) 34X, only to change the mind, no material change of behavior may accompany it, has nothing to do with feeling bad, just a recognition that you were wrong.  Lk. 16:30, 17:3-4--di,dwmi (vnaa) purpose, or epexegetic to define repent--auvto,j (npdm3s)--do,xa (n-af-s) tied to Rev. 14:7}
Exposition vs. 8-9

1. As a large number of interpreters have noted, this plague is the first that does not have a counterpart in the plagues that fell on Egypt under Moses.

2. As with the other six plagues, the term angel is not in the Greek text and is provided by translators to emphasize the fact that it is one of the seven angels previously mentioned.  Rev. 16:1

3. The one obvious difference in the Greek text, which is reflected in the New American Standard translation, is that there is a different preposition used for the last four plagues than was used for the first three.

4. The first three employ the preposition eivj (eis—into), while the final four consist of the preposition evpi. with the accusative case.

5. The first three plagues may well consist of an actual alteration in the chemical composition of the item(s) affected, while the last four seem to affect the object but do not change it.

6. While a large number of interpreters have attempted to make a connection between the fourth trumpet and this plague, they are materially different.

7. Most do so because they do not understand the reality that the fourth trumpet portrays, which they think actually effects the sun, moon, and stars.

8. However, as we pointed out in chapter 8, the day/night cycle will be shortened by a third due to the increased speed of the earth’s rotation.

9. Here, the only object affected is the sun.

10. The latter portion of verse 8 indicates that the result of this plague is that it (the sun) was given to scorch men with fire.
11. Again, we have another example of a divine passive; this is a construction in which no agent is mentioned, but God must ultimately cause or allow the activity in question.

12. The Greek infinitive kaumati,zw (kaumatizo—to burn or scorch), which is used only four times in the New Testament, functions as the grammatical subject of the passive verb.

13. The first two usages are found in the parable of the soils and deal with the withering effects the sun has on young plants that spring up in shallow soil.  Matt. 13:6; Mk. 4:6

14. The two used in our two verses deal with the physical effects that the sun will have on the human race just prior to the Second Advent.

15. The use of the definite article with the noun a;nqrwpoj (anthropos—man) suggests that a particular category of humanity is in view and corresponds to those mentioned in verse 2.

16. This is further emphasized by what we find in verse 9, which deals with the response of the particular group of the men who are scorched.

17. However, one must recognize that there are still believers living on the earth and they will not be miraculously exempted from the effects of any of these plagues except the first one, which is specifically limited to those who had the mark of the beast.  

18. This forms the basis for the comments that we saw earlier about those believers that had come from the final half of Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 7:16

19. The instrumental phrase with fire should not be understood as literal fire, but for the intense heat that the sun generates.

a. Solar energy is created deep within the core of the Sun, and it is here that the temperature (15,000,000° C; 27,000,000° F) and pressure (340 billion times Earth's air pressure at sea level) is so intense that nuclear reactions take place. 

b. This reaction causes four protons or hydrogen nuclei to fuse together to form one alpha particle or helium nucleus, which is about .7 percent less massive than the four protons.

c. The difference in mass is expelled as energy and carried to the surface of the Sun, through a process known as convection, where it is released as light and heat. 

d. Energy generated in the Sun's core takes a million years to reach its surface.  It sure is a good thing that God established it completely operational!
e. Every second 700 million tons of hydrogen are converted into helium ashes, and in the process 5 million tons of pure energy is released; therefore, as time goes on the Sun is becoming lighter.

f. In addition to this fact, the solar winds and coronal mass ejections are working to stream matter away from the sun.

20. Verse 9 continues to explain the results of the fourth bowl, using a cognate accusative with the verb kaumati,zw (kaumatizo—burned, scorched), and may be translated being burned with a massive/intense burning.
21. The noun kau/ma (kauma—heat, burning heat, scorching heat) is used only twice and provides a further explanation of what was referred to in Revelation 7:16.

22. Many interpreters do not even attempt to provide a mechanism for the effects that are detailed in this verse, but the two primary suggestions have been:

a. That God moves the earth or sun so they are in greater proximity.

b. That God simply increases the heat of the sun.

23. The fact is that there is a readily documentable cycle for solar activity (sunspots, coronal mass ejections, and flares), which peaks about every 11 years (latest peak 2001).

24. Although sunspots themselves produce only minor effects on solar emissions, the magnetic activity that accompanies the sunspots can produce dramatic changes in the ultraviolet and soft x-ray emission levels. 

a. Solar storms during the period of peak sunspots in 1989-91 caused power failures in Canada and Sweden, made some computers crash in the United States, and destroyed or damaged several satellites.

b. During the sunspot peak in 1989, a blast of solar energy arriving at Earth shut down the electrical power grid in the Canadian province of Quebec, leaving six million customers in the dark for a day.

c. These same flares damaged several man made satellites, and caused smaller outages all over the U.S and Canada. 

d. There are countless other times when large Sunspots have effected similar damage to various electrical systems on Earth.

25. While many of the problems with sunspots are magnetic or electrical in nature, there is some evidence that the sun is getting hotter, and may have everything to do with global warming.

26. However, in this passage we are not talking about the type of global warming that the environmentalists are (1.1o F over the last century), but a sudden burst of heat and energy that will make the earth seem hotter than Hell.
27. What we are probably discussing is a nova, which is simply a great, sudden increase in the sun’s output of energy, which may be on the order of seven times.  Isa. 30:26

a. Many scholars cite this verse, which is a prophecy about the defeat of the Assyrians, as having a dual fulfillment.

b. However, there is no historical evidence that this has occurred, and should likely be understood in connection with our verse.

28. The nova is also called a helium flash, which will be caused by a helium fusion reaction spontaneously igniting in the sun. 

29. The sun gets its energy from a hydrogen fusion reaction that goes on deep within it and this reaction generates a lot of helium, which builds up deep within the sun. 

30. When a critical concentration is reached, a helium fusion reaction will spontaneously ignite, which will cause a large increase in the sun's output of energy. 

31. But the reaction won't last long because the helium will soon be used up, and then the sun will go back to something at least close to what it was previously.

32. This fits quite well with the fact that the bowl judgments are falling right at the end of Daniel's 70th week and do not occur over a long period of time.

33. The nova won't exterminate all life because of the massive evaporation of water that will occur when the heat strikes the waters of the planet. 

34. The evaporated water will quickly form a cloud blanket around the earth, which will shield the surface from the full intensity of the light and heat. 

35. There are some scenarios in which all the icecaps and glaciers will melt, which will cause flash floods at first; however, then the streams and rivers will dry up.  

36. The heat will also produce a bloom of red algae, and probably bacteria, which, combined with the putrification of the remains of the marine creatures, will make the sea appear to turn to blood. 

37. Direct sunlight will be deadly; anyone exposed to directly sunlight even for a few minutes may result in severe sunburn and/or skin cancer, if not outright death.

38. It will be virtually impossible to find a cool place, except perhaps deep underground, such as in deep mines or tunnels, for the few (probably only the elite) who can find shelter in such places. Rev. 6:15

39. Even at night, it will not get cool since one of the effects of the cloud blanket will be to even out the temperatures all over the world, around the clock. 

40. So there will be little difference in temperature from day to night or from north to south; the temperature may well be over 100º at the South Pole, normally one of the coldest spots on earth.

41. This may very well begin a massive melting process on the ice caps and it is quite possible that the level of the seas may rise dramatically.

42. If such is the case, we are going to be looking at a world with a completely different topography, which will only be changed further when the final bowl is poured out.

43. The pressures will be further exacerbated because many people will be unable to sleep during this time because of the heat, their hunger, and their thirst, not to mention pain from their ulcers and severe sunburn. 

44. Coupled with the events that have already transpired and what is happening right at the end of Daniel's 70th week, the combination of stresses already mentioned will literally drive people to the brink of insanity.

45. The fierce heat in the physical realm is designed to be an indicator of what is happening in the spiritual realm, as God is giving expression to His fierce wrath.  Isa. 24:1-6, 30:27,28,30; Zeph. 2:1-2; Mal. 4:1

46. As negative unbelievers are subjected to these tortures, they do not respond with a change of mind but give expression to their hatred of God and blaspheme the name of God.
47. The Greek verb blasfhme,w (blasphemeo—to blaspheme) denotes speech that rails against another, reviles or slanders him, or is designed to be injurious to his name or reputation.

48. Just as it was one of the defining characteristics of the Antichrist, so it will be of those that align themselves with him.  Rev. 13:6

49. This passage makes it clear that they will recognize that God is the One doing this to them and they understand that He has the power over these plagues.
50. In spite of all that is happening to them, these people are incorrigible in their negative volition and no amount of suffering will cause them to change their minds.

51. This graphically demonstrates that you cannot change volition; no amount of blessing or adversity can make someone who is negative change his mind if he is not inclined to do so.

52. The term metanoe,w (metanoeo—repent) means first to think about something after the fact (often with the implication that it is too late), and can mean to change the mind, or to adopt another view.

53. The idea of changing the mind derives from the recognition that the earlier view was foolish, improper, wrong, or evil.

54. To state that these people will not regret their course of action and will not change their mind with respect to God and His plan conclusively proves that the most severe rebellion, hostility, and negative volition is found during this time in history.

55. Since we are so close to the end of Daniel's 70th week, some interpreters (Collins) believe that the refusal to repent is predetermined by God, knowing that the time for a change of mind is now past.

56. Like the Pharaoh of the Exodus, these people harden their heart and God responds with a judicial act in which he further hardens their hearts and allows them to remain set in their negative ways.

57. The command to fear God and give Him glory has been summarily disregarded by these people and they simply refuse to make the salvation adjustment, no matter how desperate their situation becomes.
58. The final clause to give Him glory refers to the overt praise or honor that should be given to God from men based on an accurate estimation of God and His Person.

59. There is a certainly a sense in which one gives glory to God simply by fearing Him; conversely, those that do not change their minds and accept the free offer of salvation do not give Him glory.  Rev. 15:4, 16.9

60. Giving glory to God involves not only the mental, verbal, and overt aspects of praise, glory, or honor, but more importantly involves acknowledging and orienting to the truth.  Josh. 7:19

61. As we have seen a few times in this book, the ideas of changing the mind and giving glory to God is the prerequisite or possibly the equivalent to making the salvation adjustment.  Rev. 9:20, 14:7

16:10 And the fifth angel poured out his bowl upon the throne of the beast; and his kingdom became darkened; and they gnawed their tongues because of pain,  {kai, (cc)--o` pe,mptoj (aponm-s)--evkce,w (viaa--3s)--h` fia,lh (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--evpi, (pa)--o` qro,noj (n-am-s)—to. qhri,on (n-gn-s)--kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--h` basilei,a (n-nf-s)--auvto,j (npgn3s)--skoto,w (vprpnf-s) 3X, only passive in New Testament, to make dark, to darken--kai, (cc)--masa,omai (viin--3p) 1X, to chew, gnaw, or bite--h` glw/ssa (n-af-p) used a number of ways, the literal tongue (Mk. 7:33), the speech that comes from the tongue (Rom. 3:13), languages or dialects (Acts 2:4,11)--auvto,j (npgm3p)—evk (pg) on account of, because of--o` po,noj (n-gm-s) lit. toil, labor, distress, pain, affliction, anguish}

16:11 and they blasphemed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores; and they did not repent of their deeds.  {kai, (cc)--blasfhme,w (viaa--3p)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)—evk (pg)--o` po,noj (n-gm-p) note plural--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kai, (cc)—evk (pg)—to. e[lkoj (n-gn-p) 3X, see verse 2--auvto,j (npgm3p)--kai, (cc)—ouv (qn)--metanoe,w (viaa--3p)—evk (pg) here has the force of about, concerning—to. e;rgon (n-gn-p)--auvto,j (npgm3p)}

Exposition vs. 10-11

1. As we pointed out in the previous verses, the sun will likely undergo a transformation, experiencing a mini-nova that will send tremendous heat and light at the planet.

2. Once a decade, on average, we observe a “new” star in the heavens; these stars, named nova from the Latin word for new, are visible only for a few weeks, then fade from view.

3. What has been recognized is that these are not new stars at all, but existing stars that have suddenly increased in brightness and heat.

4. The change in brightness is typically a factor of 106 whereas a supernova is on the order of 108, and is a different object all together.

5. There are many reasons why a star might increase in brightness in a sudden and explosive-like manner; the collision of two stars, core changes, unstable pulsations, or exposure to some foreign object.

6. Current evidence suggests that the increased power is a short-term affair, lasting only a few days, weeks, or months.

7. Whatever the mechanism may be, the Bible is quite clear that the sun will indeed emit a blast of intense heat and light that will dramatically effect life on earth.

8. This plague is quite reminiscent of the ninth Egyptian plague in which the Egyptians were plunged into darkness for three days and the Sons of Israel continued to have light.  Ex. 10:21-29

9. Following this, the fifth angel pours out his bowl of judgment on the throne of the beast, which refers to the specific portion of the earth over which he rules.

10. We do know that the dragon had provided Antichrist with his power, his throne, and great authority.  Rev. 13:2

11. As we pointed out previously, the beast is both a person (the Antichrist) and a political system; therefore, his throne is in a particular place.

12. While some have suggested that the throne in view refers to Rome, rebuilt Babylon, or some other place, it seems likely that the seat of his power will be somewhere within the European community.

13. Unlike the previous judgments that were global in scope, this judgment will be limited to his kingdom; this indicates that the entire world will not come under this plague of darkness, but it will be localized around Europe.

14. While we are not provided a mechanism for the darkness that will envelop the kingdom of Antichrist, it seems logical to recognize that power supplies of every sort must be interrupted in order for this to occur.

15. Given what we know about the effect that a massive solar flare would have on the planet, it is readily conceivable that Europe may bear the brunt of that event.

16. Ironically enough, the state of European electricity is such that it has already experienced severe problems.

a. A high-voltage line on the neighboring mountain on Lake Lucerne in Switzerland transmits several hundred megawatts of electricity every day from France to Italy. 

b. Italy imports one quarter of its electricity needs and on the night of September 27, 2003, overheating due to intense traffic caused the cables to dilate to such a point that they lengthened and touched the treetops.

c. The result was an electric arc that caused the high-voltage line to lose its power, which should have been redirected and automatically returned to service. 

d. In this case, the electricity was redirected to other lines, which also overheated and lost power, causing a chain reaction that ended up plunging all of Italy into darkness for hours.

e. This was not the first such blackout in Europe. In 2003, London and Helsinki had also blackout problems, though less important.

f. Indeed, some countries have a chronic deficit of generating capacity, although it is each Member State's responsibility to ensure that it has enough generating means, including for peak consumption periods.

g. Along with electricity, another source of energy has the wind in its sails in Europe: gas. It is expected to amount to one third of their energy consumption within 20 years.

h. One of the reasons for the growing demand for gas is that it is increasingly being used as a primary energy source to generate electricity. 

i. So Europe could become dependent on gas producer regions for its supply of gas, and indirectly, for its supply of electricity.

17. We do know that some electricity is generated by means of hydroelectric dams, which Europe has exploited over the past 50 years, now being at about 60% of its capacity.

18. However, as we pointed out in the previous plague, the available water will be dramatically reduced and the ability to generate power will suffer as it evaporates under the heat.

19. Beyond this fact, the demand for electricity to try to cool homes and businesses will become huge under the heat wave caused by the fourth bowl, which would likely drive the system beyond its capacity even without any solar activity to knock down transformers.

20. Given the interconnectedness of the power grids in almost every nation, it became crystal clear in 2003 that an isolated problem could cause a massive power disruption over a very large area (9300 sq. mi.) of the Northeast U.S. and Canada.

21. While we are suggesting that there may be very real physical mechanisms for plunging Europe into darkness, it is also possible that the darkness will be caused directly by God.

22. In any case, it is evident that there is nothing that the subjects of the beast or the Antichrist himself can do to alleviate their situation.

23. While the loss of light will be real (and not a metaphor for spiritual darkness), it is clear that those that have embraced the beast have opted for darkness rather than light.

24. Here we have another example of the law of lex talionis, and the darkness they desire and deserve is poured out on them in full measure.

25. In that regard, the pain and darkness that they experience during these plagues is simply a brief foretaste of what they will experience for eternity in the outer darkness, where there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Matt. 8:12

26. Darkness itself does not have a physical component to it that causes pain; however, those in the beast’s kingdom experience severe distress, which causes them to bite/chew their tongues.

27. While some have suggested that this is due to the fact that the darkness brings with it some cold temperatures, there is nothing in the text to suggest that their pains come from being cold.

28. In fact, temperatures are likely still quite high during both day and night because of the previous plague involving the sun.

29. Further, they are living in a world that is largely without electricity at this point and the constant exposure to the extreme heat leaves them no chance of relief.

30. What is stated is the reason for gnawing their tongues, which Friberg indicates is a reaction to extreme physical pain.

31. Here is a good example of the fluid nature of any language, as the preposition evk (ek—from) is used in a causal sense and should be translated because of.
32. Others have suggested that the pain is spiritual and emotional as they begin to recognize that they have set forces into motion that cannot be averted or stopped.

33. It may very well be that both physical and emotional suffering are in view and the subjects of the beast will be in physical distress as well as being depressed, discouraged, and fearful of what the future holds.

34. Once again, these negative unbelievers engage in blaspheming the God of Heaven, slandering, maligning, and cursing Him for His part in all this.

35. The singular term po,noj (ponos—pain), found at the end of verse 10, is now expanded and we find that they are suffering under pains and sores.
36. While the pains may encompass both soulish and physical pain, the sores are clearly still being felt when this plague occurs.

37. This indicates that the plagues are cumulative and not merely sequential; in other words, the effects of the previous plagues are now added to the exasperating darkness that covers their land.

38. Hal Lindsey thinks that one reason for the darkness is to allow the movement of 200 million soldiers into the area of the Middle East, but this fails on two points.

a. There is no indication that the troops move under darkness or that the darkness covers more than Europe, which is the primary geographic region for the kingdom of the beast.

b. Secondly, given the nature of modern technology, one could not move that many troops without being observed even if it were dark.

39. The final phrase they did not repent is used five times in the Bible and in each case signifies the refusal of negative volition to acknowledge the fact that they are in the wrong. Matt. 11:20; Rev. 9:20-21, 16:9,11

40. Here is another good example of the subtlety of the Greek language as the preposition evk (ek—from) is now used with the sense of separation and should be translated away from.
41. We do not have to guess about what deeds are in view since the very similar passage in chapter 9 defined for us the lifestyle of negative volition.  Rev. 9:21-21

16:12 And the sixth angel poured out his bowl upon the great river, the Euphrates; and its water was dried up, that the way might be prepared for the kings from the east.  {kai, (cc)--o` e[ktoj (aponm-s)--evkce,w (viaa--3s)--h` fia,lh (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--evpi, (pa)--o` potamo,j (n-am-s)--o` me,gaj (a--am-s)--o` Euvfra,thj (n-am-s)--kai, (ch)--xhrai,nw (viap--3s) 1X actively, the rest passive, to become dry, dried out, to wither--to. u[dwr (n-nn-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--i[na (ch/cs) purpose clause--e`toima,zw (vsap--3s) to be prepared, made ready--h` o`do,j (n-nf-s) way, road, path--o` basileu,j (n-gm-p)--o` (dgmp) the ones--avpo, (pg)--avnatolh, (n-gf-s) the place the sun rises, the east--h[lioj (n-gm-s)}

Exposition vs. 12

1. This section regarding the sixth bowl begins with the divine activity, moves to the satanic/demonic activity, and closes with the human response that ultimately culminates in the final battle at Har Magedon.  Rev. 16:12-16

2. There is a parenthetical exhortation addressed to believers that live during our time, encouraging them to remain alert.  Rev. 16:15

3. Many interpreters recognize that the Euphrates River is mentioned only twice in this book and believe that there is some connection between the two references.

4. However, the first reference detailed the release of four angels (demons) that had been bound in the region of the Euphrates, who incited the oriental nations to unify and mobilize their armies.  

5. This is very likely the result of some civil war among the nations of the Far East that results in four dominant leaders assuming control of the confederacy.

6. As they eventually mobilize and move toward the west, the total number of casualties (including those of the civil war and those that are in the path) will be a third of the human race that remains.  (1.9 billion currently)

7. This reference to the Euphrates must be taken to refer to a later time (toward the end) in Daniel's 70th week, when the oriental confederation will be moving from the east to the west.

8. As one might expect, there is considerable divergence of opinion as to how one is to understand the passage and how one is to identify the Euphrates River.

9. Generally speaking, unless there is some consideration that forces the interpreter to see something other than a literal river, it should be understood as being literal.

10. Of the seven times the word river is used, there is only one passage in this book that forces the interpreter to take the term in a non-literal sense.  Rev. 12:16

11. The mention of the Euphrates River has certainly divided interpreters as to its meaning, and whether to take literally or as being symbolic for something else.

a. The historicist interpreters almost universally identify the river as being symbolic for the power of the Turkish (Ottoman) Empire, which eventually collapsed (dried up) at around the end of the 19th century.

b. The preterist interpreters recognize that drying up the Euphrates was the strategy of Cyrus when he conquered Babylon, and see either the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, or the downfall of the Roman Empire in the fifth century AD.

c. The idealist (spiritual) interpreters point to the fact that the Romans feared a Parthian invasion from the east, which Nero would lead since he had not really died or would be resurrected (Nero redivivus) and see an allusion to this myth.

d. Those that do not take the Euphrates as being literal suggest that it merely symbolizes any obstruction to invaders.

12. However, as we pointed out in chapter 9, the grammar is very precise and should literally be translated as the river, the great Euphrates.
13. In our verse, it is even more defined as the Greek literally reads the river, the great, the Euphrates, which should remove any doubt about the identification.

14. This appellation is found in the Old Testament as well and there are no non-literal references to the Euphrates.  Deut. 1:7

15. The Euphrates river is here modified by the adjective me,gaj (megas—great) since it is very large as well as referring to its prominence and importance in the Bible; it is some 1800 miles long and has always served as a boundary between the east and the west.

16. This river was the traditional eastern boundary of the Promised Land and also served as a boundary between the Roman Empire and the Parthians to the east.

17. The Euphrates has always been a barrier for any military force coming from the East, extending from modern Turkey to the Persian Gulf, and naturally forming a separation between the Arabian Peninsula and the East.
18. Some dramatic prophetic developments regarding the Euphrates River have occurred in the country of Turkey, who is engaged in the largest development project ever undertaken in that nation, and one of the biggest of its kind in the world.

19. This multi-sector project includes 13 major projects that are primarily devoted to providing irrigation and hydropower generation.

20. The project envisions the construction of 22 dams and 19 hydroelectric power plants on the Euphrates and Tigris rivers and their tributaries.

21. The Southeastern Anatolia Development Project (GAP in Turkish) has created a great deal of resentment from Syria, Iraq, and others that rely on the waters from these rivers.

22. This basin is one of the most politically unstable regions on the planet, and water plays an important role in that area.

23. Bear in mind that the two witnesses will have the power to smite these regions with drought, further exacerbating tensions in the Middle East, which will likely suffer the same loss of drinkable water that has effected others.  Rev. 8:10-11, 11:6

24. The largest and newest reservoir was created by construction of the Ataturk Dam, which was named for Kemal Ataturk, the Turkish leader who enjoyed tremendous success ruling and helping modernize Turkey during the first half of the 20th century.

25. The Ataturk Dam is the largest structure ever built in Turkey for irrigation and hydropower generation; it is located on the Euphrates River and constitutes the essential unit in the Southeastern Anatolia Project (GAP).

26. The newest project that the Turkish government has started is the Birecik dam, and on November 18, 1996, Prime Minister Tansu Ciller signed a major financing agreement, funding construction on what will be the fourth largest dam and hydro-electric power station on the Euphrates River.

27. The dam began filling the reservoir during April/May, 2000 and the waters had already submerged two local villages.

28. With these two dams, Turkey will have the capability of completely stopping the flow of the Euphrates River, thus clearing the way for the massive armies of the kings from the east to move into the Middle East.

29. Further, what we have just studied with respect to the mini-nova of the sun could very well be part of the mechanism that dries up the Euphrates.

30. Whether the sixth bowl judgment is accomplished via supernatural means, or whether men under demonic influence stop the flow of water in the Euphrates makes no difference in the end; however, this passage and current events may suggest that it is a combination of the two.

31. The verb was dried up further strengthens the fact that the river will be acted on by an outside agent and that this is not the natural state of affairs.

32. While we do not told what men’s purposes may be, it has become increasingly clear that water (or the lack thereof) is going to become an increasing problem in the last half of Daniel's 70th week.

33. The divine purpose of drying up the Euphrates is seen in the clause introduced by o[ti (hoti), which serves to prepare the path/road/way for the kings from the east.

34. The actual phrase in the Greek is translated from the rising of the sun and is an idiom that means from the east.
35. While we have spoken of an eastern confederacy, it should be noted that the kings are referred to in the plural (indicating that they each control some empire), which accords perfectly with the leopard with four heads.  Dan. 7:6

16:13 And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs;  {kai, (cc)--ei=don (viaa--1s)—evk (pg)—to. sto,ma (n-gn-s)--o` dra,kwn (n-gm-s)--kai, (cc)—evk (pg)—to. sto,ma (n-gn-s)—to. qhri,on (n-gn-s)--kai, (cc)—evk (pg)—to. sto,ma (n-gn-s)--o` yeudoprofh,thj (n-gm-s) 11X, one that feigns divine inspiration and prophesies falsely, 3X in Rev. technical for the second beast from the land-- pneu/ma (n-an-p)--trei/j (a-can-p)--avka,qartoj (a--an-p) in a ceremonial sense, what must be abstained from to remain clean; morally, unclean, indecent, filthy--w`j (cs)--ba,tracoj (n-nm-p) 1X, frogs}
16:14 for they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of God, the Almighty.  {ga,r (cs)-- eivmi, (vipa--3p)--pneu/ma (n-nn-p)--daimo,nion (n-gn-p) epexegetical--poie,w (vppann-p) making, doing--shmei/on (n-an-p)--o[j (aprnn-p)--evkporeu,omai (vipn--3s) to go forth, go out--evpi, (pa) accus. emphasizes motion that reaches its goal--o` basileu,j (n-am-p)--h` oivkoume,nh (n-gf-s)--o[loj (a--gf-s) Rev. 3:10, 12:9--suna,gw (vnaa) infin. of purpose, to gather, to assemble--auvto,j (npam3p)—eivj (pa)--o` po,lemoj (n-am-s) war, warfare--h` h`me,ra (n-gf-s)--h` me,gaj (a--gf-s)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--o` pantokra,twr (n-gm-s) the all powerful, the almighty}

Exposition vs. 13-14

1. While we have been introduced to the three players in this verse previously, this is the first time that we see the unholy trinity working together in the same passage.

2. It is clear that the dragon is Satan (Re. 12:9), the beast is the Antichrist (Rev. 13:1-2), and the False Prophet is the second beast.  Rev. 13:11ff

3. While it should not surprise us that these three are quite active during this portion of history, we now see them actively working in the spiritual realm to achieve their objectives.

4. Satan, as the unseen leader behind the scenes, is completely unified with the Antichrist, who is the head of the political system, and with the False Prophet, who is the leader of the newly established cult of Antichrist.

5. The three work in conjunction via communication of false, satanic doctrines with respect to the world and where history is headed.

6. The term unclean spirit(s) is used 23 times in the New Testament and always refers to demons that are free to operate in this world. Matt. 10:1; Mk. 1:27; Acts 5:16; 8:7

a. One of their functions is to possess unbelievers.  Mk.5:2ff

b. When they possess an unbeliever, it may manifest itself in sickness or disease.  Acts 8:7

c. After leaving a possessed individual, these demons seek rest but cannot find it, and often return to their previous prey.  Matt. 12:43ff

d. They solicit men to do evil.  Gen. 3:17; Jn. 13:27

e. They are constantly engaged in the propagation of false doctrine, often under the angel of light approach.  IICor. 11:14-15; ITim. 4:1-2

f. They are engaged in seeking to influence or control world leaders.  Dan. 10:13; Rev. 16:14

7. The very use of the word spirits is designed to indicate that they are not material in nature and do not have physical bodies.

8. The term unclean denotes that which is ritually defiled, that which is unclean in a ceremonial sense, and must be avoided.

9. In a moral sense, it denotes the fact that the fallen angels are filled with various vices of an impure, deceitful, and unclean nature.

10. This is further emphasized by the vision that John sees as these demons manifest themselves in the hideous form of frogs.

11. The basic idea behind the word frog in many languages is frothy/slimy, which conjures up the image of a disgusting creature to which most people tend to have a natural aversion.

12. The picture of the three unclean spirits coming out of their mouths, is one that is designed to convey the filthy and abhorrent nature of these demons and they are articulating. 
13. The only other time frogs are referenced in the Bible is during the plagues on Egypt, which some attempt to equate with our passage.  Ex. 8:2ff; Ps. 78:45, 105:30

14. Verse 14 explicitly informs us that these unclean spirits are demons, who will embark on a mission of lying miracles that are designed to trick the kings of the whole world.
15. This certainly expands on what we saw in verse 12, which was limited to the eastern confederation, and is designed to involve any world leader that has a military force at the ready.

16. We are not given any specifics about the types or nature of the miracles that they do, or what it is about the miracles that deceives their targets.

17. However, the overall effect of their work is to deceive the kings of the whole world and entice them to move into (or possibly against) the land of Israel.  Zech. 12:2

18. As Keathley points out, “The Arabs have long hated the Jews and this has taken on increased proportions; there appears now to be growing sentiment against Israel among much of the world, which may come to a climax at this time.”
19. There can be little doubt that all the major players that remain on the planet will be seduced by the signs that they observe and will be duped into moving into the Middle East.

20. While we are not given any direct information about the signs, it is a known fact that unbelievers can be very superstitious and history is replete with people that looked for signs or omens that predicted success for their endeavors.

21. Many cultures around the world, both ancient and modern, have believed in signs and omens as a source of valuable information about what life holds.

22. Therefore, while Satan and his unseen minions will be openly attempting to deceive the world into following his plan, one must recognize that the world has been largely prepared for these events over the years.

23. The United Nations is steadily becoming the center of a syncretic New World religion, a weird and diabolical convergence of New Age mysticism, pantheism, aboriginal animism, atheism, communism, socialism, Luciferian occultism, apostate Christianity, Islam, Taoism, Buddhism, and Hinduism.

24. The devotees and apostles of this new faith include the kind of strange admixture of crystal worshipers, astrologers, feminists, environmentalists, cabalists, human potentialists, Eastern mystics, pop psychologists, and liberal clergymen.

25. However, today's worshipers in this rapidly expanding movement are as likely to be scientists, diplomats, corporate presidents, heads of state, international bankers, and leaders of mainstream Christian churches.

26. Many of their doctrines are published by the Lucis Trust, established by the Alice and Foster Bailey in 1922, which continues to serve as the umbrella organization for a profusion of globalist/New Age/occult organizations and programs. www.crossspot.net/ldprophet/New-World-Religion.htm
a. These wealthy and powerful people have clearly taught that humanity is not following a haphazard or uncharted course and state, "Men of goodwill who co-operate form part of the New Group of World Servers which is working to implement the Plan.”
b. “The Plan involves a spiritual hierarchy of the planet and the building of a synthetic unity that will be manifested in an inner center of subjective world government, whose members are responsible for the spread of those ideals and ideas which have led humanity onwards from age to age.”

c. They believe in a four-fold division of humanity, behind which stand those Enlightened Ones whose right and privilege it is to watch over human evolution and to guide the destinies of men. 

d. “In the West, we call them Christ and His disciples....they are also known as the Agents of God, or the Hierarchy of liberated souls, who seek ceaselessly to aid and help humanity.”

e. The leaders of the New Group of World Servers provide the vision, mold public opinion, and no doubt will work in concert with the satanic/demonic forces behind the scenes.

f. “At the head of several of the governments of the world and in the great world agencies, like the United Nations' agencies, there will be either a Master or at least a third degree Initiate.”

g. “Therefore, the great international agencies will be under the direct control of a high member of the Hierarchy.... The Christ, Himself will have a great deal to do with the release of energies; the work of initiation, as the Initiator, the Hierophant, at the first two Initiations; and stimulating and inspiring the formation of the New World Religion. There can be little doubt that the modern pagan religions will play a large part in the success of these demons, who will no doubt present themselves as a christ.”

27. There is no doubt that Satan is attempting to destroy the Jews at this point and his tactic appears to be to overwhelm the remnant with massive numbers of invading forces, which they will not be able to withstand.

28. While Satan has his own agenda, which he will be pursuing vigorously, he is unwittingly working to fulfill the greater purpose of God to assemble the nations of the world for their destruction.  Isa. 34:2-8; Joel 3:2; Mic. 4:12; Zech. 14:2

29. Since it is God’s purpose to deal with the nations in judgment in the land of Palestine, He will use these three evil characters to gather the sacrifice to Israel. 

30. That is the force of the infinitive suna,gw (sunago—gather, collect), which should be classified here as one of purpose.

31. While the New American Standard translates the preposition eivj (eis—into) as for, it is somewhat stronger in the Greek and means to gather them right into the battle.

32. One should remember that Armageddon is not so much one specific battle, as it is a campaign, which begins with the destruction of the U.S. and continues with persistent warfare throughout the last half of Daniel's 70th week.

33. Walvoord points out that “The evidence seems to point to the conclusion that this is a climax of a series of military events described in Daniel 11:40-45, where the reference in verse 44 may have this oriental invasion in view.”
34. Some have objected to this since they have wrongly concluded that all the nations of the earth will be united under the common banner during Daniel's 70th week.

35. However, while these nations may have been forced into compliance with the economic policies established by the False Prophet, it does not mean that they are loyal to Antichrist.

36. Because of this faulty understanding, some have suggested that the armies, all loyal to the beast, are gathered in anticipation of the Second Advent and are simply there to make war against Him and the heavenly armies.

37. The better explanation, which has been preferred by Walvoord, is that it reflects a conflict among the nations themselves as the fragile world empire of the beast begins to deteriorate and others strive to gain more control.

38. However, the result is the same; the armies of the world will descend on the Middle East and will end up facing Jesus Christ in open combat.

39. The fact that the term war is articular has caused some to recognize that this end-of-the-world battle was predicted in the Old Testament, and was attested in other Jewish literature.  Joel 3:2,9-17; Zech. 12:1-9, 14:1-3; 

a. I Enoch 90:19 And I saw till a great sword was given to the sheep, and the sheep proceeded against all the beasts of the field to slay them, and all the beasts and the birds of the heaven fled before their face. And I saw that man, who wrote the book according to the command of the Lord, till he opened that book concerning the destruction which those twelve last shepherds had wrought, and showed that they had destroyed much more than their predecessors, before the Lord of the sheep.  And I saw till the Lord of the sheep came unto them and took in His hand the staff of His wrath, and smote the earth, and the earth cleave asunder, and all the beasts and all the birds of the heaven fell from among those sheep, and were swallowed up in the earth and it covered them.  

b. I Enoch 94:9-10  Ye have committed blasphemy and unrighteousness, And have become ready for the day of slaughter, And the day of darkness and the day of the great judgement.  Thus I speak and declare unto you: He who hath created you will overthrow you, And for your fall there shall be no compassion, And your Creator will rejoice at your destruction.  

c. 4 Ezra (2 Esdras) 13:29-38  Behold, the days are coming when the Most High will deliver those who are on the earth.  And bewilderment of mind shall come over those who dwell on the earth.  And they shall plan to make war against one another, city against city, place against place, people against people, and kingdom against kingdom.  And when these things come to pass and the signs occur which I showed you before, then my Son will be revealed, whom you saw as a man coming up from the sea.  And when all the nations hear his voice, every man shall leave his own land and the warfare that they have against one another; and an innumerable multitude shall be gathered together, as you saw, desiring to come and conquer him.  But he shall stand on the top of Mount Zion.  And Zion will come and be made manifest to all people, prepared and built, as you saw the mountain carved out without hands.  And he, my Son, will reprove the assembled nations for their ungodliness (this was symbolized by the storm), and will reproach them to their face with their evil thoughts and the torments with which they are to be tortured (which were symbolized by the flames), and will destroy them without effort by the law (which was symbolized by the fire).
40. The war is referred to as the great day of God, the Almighty since this is the time that God will flex His omnipotence, will demonstrate His sovereignty, and bring the world as we know it to an end.

41. Evil will be dealt with and destroyed, Satan and his demons will be confined, and the world will enter the blessing aspects of the Day of the Lord.

16:15 ("Behold, I am coming like a thief. Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his garments, lest he walk about naked and men see his shame.")  {ivdou, (qs)--e;rcomai (vipn--1s) I am coming--w`j (cs)--kle,pthj (n-nm-s) a thief, a sneak thief--maka,rioj (a--nm-s) blessed, happy, fortunate--o` (dnms+) grhgore,w (vppanm-s) lit. to be roused from sleep, to be awake, alert, vigilant—kai, (cc)--thre,w (vppanm-s) to keep, watch, guard--to. i`ma,tion (n-an-p)--auvto,j (npgm3s)—i[na (cs)--mh, (qn) negative purpose clause--gumno,j (a--nm-s) prede.nom. lest he be naked--peripate,w (vspa--3s) walking around--kai, (cc)--ble,pw (vspa--3p) also part of negative purpose clause--h` avschmosu,nh (n-af-s) 2X, Rom 1:27, first unseemliness, as a concrete term, indecent behavior, shameless deed, then being without proper clothing to cover one’s nakedness--auvto,j (npgm3s)}

Exposition vs. 15

1. As is clearly recognized by almost all (if not all) translations, this verse introduces a parenthesis in the discussion of the events that lead to Armageddon.

2. Some (Charles, Aune) have suggested that this verse is an interpolation at the second stage of composition because of the intrusive nature and the radical change of style.

3. However, as Osborne has pointed out, “the author makes frequent parenthetical comments like this (Rev. 13:9-10, 14:12, 20:7-8) and this is the nature of the book.  There is no need for such a redactional approach to the book.”
4. As we have pointed out previously, this book must be interpreted in at least three ways, each of which is pertinent and should not be overlooked.

a. The exhortation must be considered in light of the audience to whom John wrote in the first century.

b. This exhortation must be recognized by believers that study this book during the course of the Church Age.

c. Finally, the passage must be significant for those that will live to see these events and suffer under the pressures of Daniel's 70th week.

5. The interpretative question that arises when interpreting any verse in this book is which group is primarily in view.

6. It is obvious that the narrative is interrupted and that the readers are addressed directly to warn them of the dangers and admonish them to persevere.

7. This is the force of the interjection ivdou, (idou—behold), which prompts one to pay attention to what is being said, and has the nuance of listen!, remember!, etc.
8. It is very clear that the first person exhortation is intended to be understood as a message from the Lamb of God Himself.

9. The message is certainly in harmony with the New Testament theme that indicates that Jesus Christ will return and take many by surprise.  Matt. 24:43, 25:13; IThess. 5:2-4; IIPet. 3:10

10. However, the real emphasis of the thief motif is not the unexpected nature of it but the lack of preparation by those in the world.  Lk. 12:39

11. In that passage, the homeowner knew (or at least recognized that thieves existed and could invade the home) that the thief was coming; what he did not know was the exact time and did not exercise due diligence.

12. Since that is the case, we must not interpret this verse as being primarily directed toward those that live during Daniel's 70th week since most have figured out that they could calculate the approximate (if not the exact) timing of the Second Advent.

13. As Balding has stated, “Since the Second Advent of Jesus Christ follows the rapture by about seven years, believers living during the tribulation will not be caught by surprise because they will know when the rapture occurred.”
14. This point is correct; therefore, we must primarily apply the exhortation here to John’s immediate readers and to those living in the Church Age.

15. This is further confirmed by the language of the admonition, which is highly reflective of the language that was used to address the church at Sardis.  Rev.3:2-3

16. However, in that context the admonition was clearly delivered as a threat while this context is not framed in the form of a threat but of a promise of blessing.  

17. The latter portion of this verse is not so much a threat as it is a simple statement of the consequences of not staying awake and keeping your garments.

18. Beyond that, the use of the Greek term i`ma,tion (himation—garments) appears to be limited to Church Age believers in this book (when used of mankind—Rev. 3:4,5,18, 4:4, 16:15), while those from the age of Israel seem to wear stolh, (stole—robes).  Rev. 6:11, 7:9,13,14, 22:14

19. The warning that Jesus Christ is coming like a thief is a warning only to believers that are not oriented to the realities of eschatology, which unfortunately characterizes the vast majority of believers throughout the Church Age.

20. However, there is a small minority, as illustrated by the Thessalonians, that were very knowledgeable with respect to matters of eschatology and were clearly told that the events in view would not overtake them as a thief.  IThess. 5:2,4

21. The force of this reminder is to encourage believers at any point in the Church Age to get and remain prepared for the return of their Lord; it is not a statement that is designed to promote a doctrine of continual imminency.

22. The fact that this exhortation is to be taken in a positive sense is clearly seen in that it begins with the Greek term maka,rioj (makarios—blessed).

23. The Greek term maka,rioj (makarios) is the term that is used by the translators in the LXX to translate the Hebrew term yrev.a;  (‘ash rey), which is almost used as an interjection: “Oh the blessednesses of…”

24. Usually, this term describes the man who is singularly favored by God and therefore spiritually happy, blessed, and to be congratulated.

25. This Greek word does not describe the inner feeling of happiness on the part of those to whom it is applied; rather, it speaks of true blessedness from an ideal point of view in the objective evaluation of others (God or man).

26. This term is used precisely seven times in the book of Revelation, pronouncing different blessings each time.  Rev. 14:13, 16:15, 19:5, 20:6, 22:7,14
27. In this case, the blessing is reserved for the one that stays awake and keeps/guards/watches his garments.
28. The first portion of this promise deals with the concept of staying awake, as seen in the use of the Greek verb grhgore,w (gregoreo—to watch, be, or keep awake).

29. The principle of being awake spiritually is taught very clearly in the passage on the rapture of the Church and the Day of the Lord in First Thessalonians.

30. The immediate context deals with the reality that believers had lost loved ones to physical death.

31. Paul did not want the Thessalonians to be ignorant as to how to handle this situation.  IThess. 4:13

a. Paul uses the Greek term koima,w (koimao—sleep) to refer to the reality of physical death.

b. Their ignorance with respect to their future could cause them to maladjust and act as their unbelieving counterparts when faced with the reality of physical death.

32. From that context, Paul moves to eschatological matters related to the advent of the Day of the Lord and the critical times that move mankind into the next phase of God’s plan.  IThess. 5:1ff

33. Paul indicates that these believers have been instructed about matters of eschatology to the point that it was superfluous for him to go into detail.  IThess. 5:1

a. What he clearly teaches the Thessalonians is that although the Day of the Lord comes just like a thief in the night, it is not God’s plan for it to be so among adjusted believers.  IThess. 5:2,4

b. He then contrasts those that are adjusted (taking in Bible doctrine, making progress with respect to obedience, oriented to prophetic realities) and those that are not adjusted.

c. The adjusted believer is one that is alert and sober, while those that are maladjusted are characterized as being asleep.
d. Paul uses a completely different word for sleep, indicating that he is not discussing the matter of physical death.

e. The Greek verb kaqeu,dw (katheudo—sleep) is to always be distinguished from koima,w (koimao—sleep) in Paul’s writings; he does not use them interchangeably.

f. The term in chapter 5 is to be understood as an antonym to the verb grhgore,w (gregoreo—awake, alert), which is a command to maintain intensity with respect to doctrine and stay abreast of the prophetic developments that signal the Lord’s return.

34. That is the force of this term in the passage in Revelation; it is a promise of blessing for those that do not lose their focus and fall into the condition of sleep.

35. Not only is the believer to remain awake, alert, and oriented, he is to keep his garments, which is a command to continue the priority of Divine good production.

36. It is clear in the Word of God that garments are used as a symbol for righteousness, and in a bad sense to denote self-righteousness.  Isa. 64:6
37. In a good sense, the garment symbolizes the basic provision of salvation by grace through faith in Christ and emphasizes imputed righteousness.  Isa. 61:10
38. In a Ph2 sense, it focuses on righteous acts, the works of God that are produced by the Holy Spirit in the believer that has isolated the STA and acts from resident doctrine in the soul. 
39. These are the good works for which we were created (Eph. 2:10), with which we are to adorn ourselves to bring honor to Jesus Christ in time and eternity.  ITim. 2:10
40. There is an interesting bit of isagogics that is provided by Edersheim in his book The Temple, its Ministries and Service in which he states, “Perhaps of the most striking instances of this kind is afforded by the words of Jesus.  They literally describe the punishment awarded to the Temple guards if found asleep at their posts; and the Rabbinical account of it is curiously confirmed by the somewhat naïve confession of one of their number.  On a certain occasion his own maternal uncle had actually undergone the punishment of having his clothes set on fire by the captain of the Temple as he went his rounds at night…During the night the captain made his rounds and on his approach the guards had to rise and salute him in a particular manner.  Any guard found asleep when on duty was beaten, or his garments were set on fire.”
41. Philip Carrington explains it similarly, suggesting that this is the only possible background to the passage in Revelation as he says, “"There was an officer on duty at the Temple whose business it was to walk round and see that those who were on watch kept awake; if he found them asleep he beat them; if he found them a second time, he burnt their clothes.”
42. In our context, the warning is that Divine good production in Ph2 is essential if one does not want to endure the burning of his clothing (works/deeds) at the Bema Seat.  ICor. 3:13-15

43. While the context of that passage relates primarily to communicators, there is a clear and secondary application to all believers that their works will be tested with fire.  IICor. 5:10

44. If the condition of the first part is not met, the natural and logical result is detailed for us in the negative purpose clause that is introduced by i[na mh. (hina me—in order that not, lest).

45. The language is quite reminiscent of the language directed at the church in Laodicea, where clothing and nakedness are both referenced.  Rev. 3:18
46. In that passage, the prospect of physical nakedness, which has a negative connotation attached to it as seen in the use of the noun aivscu,nh (aischune—shame), is employed to communicate the spiritual reality that many should feel now and will feel at the Bema Seat.  IJn. 2:28

47. The noun shame is the expression often used to suggest the emotion of confusion, embarrassment, or humiliation that accompanies the exposure of bodily parts that are not meant to be seen outside the institution of RM/RW.
48. It is not so much that one should be ashamed of his own nakedness since that is abnormal; what one should fear is the public exposure of his nakedness to others.
49. The problem with our world today is that people do not have the common sense to recognize that they are supposed to keep their bodies covered with appropriate clothing.
50. Far too many believers simply go with the flow and wear whatever the cosmos says is now appropriate, no matter how inappropriate it may actually be.  Rom. 12:1-2
51. To walk around naked refers to the status of one that is not appropriately attired with the white garments of Divine good production, which will be exposed at some point.
52. You may spend your time doing anything you wish, attempting to fool others into thinking that you are applying doctrine; however, all believers should be advised that a time will come when our production will be evaluated and we will be quite visible.
53. The final portion of the verse contains a continuation of the negative purpose clause and focuses on those that will observe the believer that is not properly attired.
54. Since there is no discrete subject, the implication is that both men and angels will see the spectacle of the believer that did not fulfill these Ph2 requirements.
Doctrine of Shame

16:16 And they (He) gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called HarMagedon.  {kai, (cc)--suna,gw (viaa--3s) note singular, some suggest the plural spirits is the subject since neuter plural subjects can take a singular verb, but God may be the subject as well...Joel 3:2; Zech. 14:2--auvto,j (npam3p) the kings—eivj (pa)--o` to,poj (n-am-s)--o` (dams+) kale,w (vpppam-s) the one being called--~Ebrai?sti, (ab) in Hebrew, or more likely Aramaic, the language spoken in Palestine in the First Century--Many, following Beza and Glassius, suppose that the name is compounded of rh; mountain, and ADgIm. or !ADgIm., the Septuagint Magedw, Mageddw.  Megiddo was a city of the Manassites, situated in the great plain of the tribe of Issachar, and famous for a double slaughter, first of the Canaanites (Judg. 5:19), and again of the Israelites (2 Kings 23:29f; 2 Chr. 35:22, cf. Zech. 12:11); so that in the Apocalypse it would signify the place where the kings opposing Christ were to be destroyed with a slaughter like that which the Canaanites or the Israelites had experienced of old.  But since those two overthrows are said to have taken place evpi, u[dati Magedwn (Judges, the passage cited) and evn tw/| pedi,w| Magedwn (2 Chronicles, the passage cited), it is not easy to perceive what can be the meaning of the mountain of Megiddo, which could be none other than Carmel.}
Exposition vs. 16

1. Following the parenthetical exhortation from the Lord we now return to the narrative, which details the events that lead to the final battle.

2. The filthy, frog-like demons that were sent forth from the unholy trinity will meet with success as detailed in this verse.

3. They cause the kings of the earth to begin to move their armies toward the Middle East and gather them to the place that is commonly called Armageddon.

4. There are a number of historicist interpreters that do not believe this is a literal place, or a literal war; their suggestion that it is a metaphor for spiritual warfare in the last days is incorrect.

5. In fact, at least one of their number (Alexander Hardie) has understood this passage to be teaching a literal armed conflict of international proportions.

6. The preterist interpreters (Jay Adams) state that the battle mentioned at the end of our chapter has nothing to do with the Second Advent, many of them (Russell, Clark) believe this to be the battle in which Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans.

7. The idealist interpreters (Hendriksen), who generally see only universal truths in this book, suggest that Armageddon is the symbol for every battle in which, when the need is greatest and believers are oppressed, the Lord suddenly intervenes, defeats the enemy, and delivers His people.

8. The clear language of the text indicates that this is a literal place to which the kings of the whole world will bring their armies for the purpose of war.

9. Some have questioned how it is possible for there to be a world war at the end of Daniel's 70th week, which has caused two primary suggestions to be offered.

10. The first indicates that the armies of the world are all loyal to the beast, are gathered in anticipation of the Second Advent, and intend to make war with Jesus Christ.

11. The other possibility, which has been detailed by Walvoord, is that there is a global revolt against the beast’s authority and the nations are moving toward his forces to attack.

12. This explanation is correct and is documented by the information in Daniel that indicates that an extensive military campaign will be conducted by the beast, while his enemies will respond by waging war against his forces.  Dan. 11:40-44

13. We know that the only real barrier between the forces coming from the east is the Euphrates River, which has been effectively eliminated as an obstacle.

14. John certainly wants the readers to understand the Hebrew nature of the word Armageddon, which most naturally translates as the mountain of Megiddo.
15. While this has been the traditional view of what the word means, it is clear that there is no Mount Megiddo, only a city and a broad plain.

16. This ancient city in northern Palestine sits on a strategic part of the plain in the Valley of Jezreel or Esdraelon.

17. It was the site of many famous battles in antiquity, including those of Thutmose III against the Canaanites, of Deborah and Barak against the Canaanites (Jud. 4-5), of Gideon against the Midianites (Jud. 7), and of Saul against the Philistines.  ISam. 31

18. Since there is no actual Mount Megiddo, several options have been advanced, which may be divided into geographically based interpretations and etymologically based interpretations.

19. The geographically based interpretations include:

a. This is a larger reference to the general region, including the hills surrounding the plain, combining Megiddo with Mount Carmel (the nearest mountain and site of the defeat of the prophets of Baal).

b. It is a literal reference to Megiddo, since the city was built on a seventy foot high tell, and refers to the actual site of the final battle.

c. It actually refers to Mount Carmel near Megiddo and is a reference to the region.

d. It is not to be derived from the Hebrew term rh; (har—mountain), but from the Hebrew term for city, which is ry[i (‘iyr).

20. The problems with each of these interpretation is as follows:

a. The first one is advanced by Farrer, Shea, and Chilton, but some reject this since it is viewed as a rather large area for this reference.

b. The problem with the second view is that the city is too small an area to assemble the multitudes involved and there is no indication that the battle is confined to such a small place.

c. The problem with the third suggestion (Lohmeyer, Johnson, Krodel) is that this is an obscure reference for the people of Asia (let alone us), who would be largely unaware of such a subtle designation.

d. The last interpretation (Charles, Aune) is least satisfying since one actually has to change the word and emend the text.

21. The etymologically (that which pertains to the history, form, cognates, and usage of the word) based explanations are as follows:

a. The Greek reading is actually derived from d[ewOm rh; (har mo’edh), which means mountain of assembly and so refers to Mount Zion.  Isa. 14:13 (Rissi, Jeremias TDNT)

b. The etymology of the Greek magedon (magedon—Heb. dd;G" gadhadh—maraud, gather), when coupled with the word for mountain comes to mean marauding mountain, and may be a variation of Jeremiah’s destroying mountain.  Jer. 51:25  (Caird, Kiddle)

c. The text has been slightly corrupted, and the actual Hebrew is wODg.mi rh; (har migdo), which means a fruitful mountain and is a reference to Jerusalem as the scene of the final battle. (Johnson)

d. The least satisfying explanation is that it is loosely associated with an ancient myth of the battle of the gods with a mythological mountain.

22. As Osborne and others have noted, “all these attempts to find a specific meaning for Armageddon, whether literal or symbolic, fail to be convincing.”
23. The most reasonable explanation is that this is simply the broad plain that is associated with the city, which has for centuries been the crossroads where the civilizations of the day met en route to conduct their trade or wars.

24. During the past 4000 years, at least 34 bloody conflicts have already been fought at the ancient site of Megiddo and adjacent areas of the Jezreel Valley. 

25. Egyptians, Canaanites, Israelites, Midianites, Amalekites, Philistines, Hasmonaeans, Greeks, Romans, Muslims, Crusaders, Mongols, French, Ottomans, British, Australians, Germans, Arabs and Israelis have all fought and died here. 

26. The names of the warring generals and leaders reverberate throughout history: Thutmose III, Deborah and Barak, Sisera, Gideon, Saul and Jonathan, Shishak, Jehu, Joram, Jezebel, Josiah, Antiochus, Ptolemy, Vespasian, Saladin, and Napoleon to name but a few of the most famous.

27. When Napoleon visited the place in 1800 he agreed it would make a fine battle ground for the world's armies, stating, “All the armies of the world could maneuver their forces on this vast plain.”
28. A careful study of the other pertinent passages that describe this battle further serves to confirm that it is not specifically just a mountain where the armies of the world will gather for the final conflict.  Joel 3:2,12-14

29. In fact, the armies are deployed over a large area (Rev. 14:20) north and south from this central location, with some of the armies being in Jerusalem.  Zech. 14:1-3

30. One should recognize that the mountain that overlooks the plain and the surrounding area is not large enough to hold the numbers involved in this final battle, which covers an area of about 200 miles.

31. It is better to see this as the staging area, to which the leaders bring their armies in preparation for the conflict.

16:17 And the seventh angel poured out his bowl upon the air; and a loud voice came out of the temple from the throne, saying, "It is done."  {kai, (cc)--o` e[bdomoj (aponm-s)--evkce,w (viaa--3s)--h` fia,lh (n-af-s)--auvto,j (npgm3s)--evpi, (pa)--o` avh,r (n-am-s) the lower portion of the atmosphere, distinguished from  o` aivqh,r the higher and more ethereal portion above--kai, (cc)--evxe,rcomai (viaa--3s)--fwnh, (n-nf-s)--me,gaj (a--nf-s)—evk (pg)--o` nao,j (n-gm-s) the voice of God since no one is allowed in as per Rev. 15:8--avpo, (pg) good example of the classical difference between ek and apo, from inside the temple, off of, from the throne--o` qro,noj (n-gm-s)--le,gw (vppanf-s)-- gi,nomai (vira--3s) lit. it has become}

16:18 And there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder; and there was a great earthquake, such as there had not been since man came to be upon the earth, so great an earthquake was it, and so mighty.  {kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3p)--avstraph, (n-nf-p) lightning--kai, (cc)--fwnh, (n-nf-p) sounds--kai, (cc)--bronth, (n-nf-p)--kai, (cc)--seismo,j (n-nm-s) lit. a shaking, an earthquake--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--me,gaj (a--nm-s)--oi-oj(aprnm-s) what sort of thing, what manner, such as—ouv (qn)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--avpo, (pg)--o[j (-aprgm-s) which, which time--a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-s)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)—evpi, (pg)--h` gh/ (n-gf-s)--thlikou/toj (a-dnm-s) 4X, compound from how great and thus, how great, how mighty, how old, etc.--seismo,j (n-nm-s)--ou[tw (ab) in this manner, thus, so--me,gaj (a--nm-s)}

16:19 And the great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And Babylon the great was remembered before God, to give her the cup of the wine of His fierce wrath.  {kai, (ch)--gi,nomai (viad--3s)--h` po,lij (n-nf-s)--h` me,gaj (a--nf-s)—eivj (pa)--trei/j (a-can-p)--me,roj (n-an-p)--kai, (cc)--h` po,lij (n-nf-p)—to. e;qnoj (n-gn-p)--pi,ptw (viaa--3p)--kai, (cc)--Babulw,n (n-nf-s)--h` me,gaj (a--nf-s)--mimnh,|skw (viap--3s) was remembered, was called to mind--evnw,pion (pg)--o` qeo,j (n-gm-s)--di,dwmi (vnaa) like vs. 9, purpose or epexegetic--auvto,j (npdf3s)--to. poth,rion (n-an-s) a cup, a drinking vessel--o` oi=noj (n-gm-s) genitive of content--o` qumo,j (n-gm-s) anger, genitive of apposition--h` ovrgh, (n-gf-s) indignation, settled better, anger, Jer. 30:24 LXX--auvto,j (npgm3s)}

16:20 And every island fled away, and the mountains were not found.  {kai, (cc)--pa/j (a--nf-s)--nh/soj (n-nf-s) lit. from the verb to swim, floating land to the ancients, but actually submerged mountains.  cf Rev. 6:14--feu,gw (viaa--3s) to flee, run away, underwater mountains collapse--kai, (cc)--o;roj (n-nn-p)—ouv (qn)--eu`ri,skw (viap--3p)}

16:21 And huge hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, came down from heaven upon men; and men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, because its plague was extremely severe.  {kai, (cc)--ca,laza (n-nf-s) hail, hailstones--me,gaj (a--nf-s) large, in context huge--w`j (ab) as, like, about--talantiai/oj (a--nf-s) lit. what weighs a talent, while it varied, the weight was generally between 70-90 pounds.  In the LXX a talanton weighed between 108-130 lbs.--katabai,nw (vipa--3s) to come down—evk (pg)--o` ouvrano,j (n-gm-s)--evpi, (pa)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-am-p) in context appears to be those that are negative--kai, (ch)--blasfhme,w (viaa--3p)--o` a;nqrwpoj (n-nm-p)--o` qeo,j (n-am-s)—evk (pg) from, on accout of--h` plhgh, (n-gf-s)--h` ca,laza (n-gf-s)--o[ti (cs) explanatory--me,gaj (a--nf-s) great, powerful, severe--eivmi, (vipa--3s) note present--h` plhgh, (n-nf-s)--auvto,j (npgf3s)--sfo,dra (ab) extremely, greatly}
Exposition vs. 17-21

1. We are now returned to the chronological flow of the bowl judgments and the seventh angel empties the contents of his bowl on the atmosphere.

2. The term air refers to the lower, denser portions of the atmosphere that surround the earth, which the Greeks distinguished from the upper atmosphere.

3. As Aune has pointed out, this last bowl completes the judgments on the four basic elements of that natural realm according to Greek science: earth (16:1-2), water (16:3-4,12), fire (16:8), and air (16:17).

4. As the bowl is emptied a loud voice is heard coming out of the temple from the throne of God.

5. While some interpreters are undecided as to who speaks, it makes the most sense to see the voice coming from God Himself.

6. The voice of God proclaims that the judgments comprising His wrath are concluded, very simply stating the finality of the matter.

7. While some have objected to this being the actual end, their objections are largely based on the fact that the events have yet to unfold.

8. However, one must recognize that the explanation of the events contained in the final bowl are to be understood as a single whole and our verse is merely announcing the end of God’s judgment and the conclusion of the present age.

9. The announcement consists of only a single word in the Greek, which is the perfect indicative of the verb gi,nomai (ginomai—to become).

10. The perfect tense is often used to stress the state of affairs that result from an action, which one grammar defines as “the continuance of completed action”.
11. The verb means to become and marks the change from God’s wrath, which has ended, to the establishment of the millennial kingdom.

12. At this announcement, we are introduced to a series of audio and visual phenomena that are quite consistent with the other passages that deal with the final events of human history.  Rev. 11:19

13. Obviously, we appear to be dealing with the sort of weather phenomena that accompanies a very serious storm, tornado, hurricane, etc.

14. The overt storm is designed to communicate God’s displeasure with the human race and strike fear into their hearts.

15. While we are never told specifically what the sounds are, it makes some sense to believe that it is the sound that the winds make in a strong storm.

16. This storm is accompanied by a gigantic earthquake of unparalleled proportions, for which there is no frame of reference in human history.

17. We know that a major earthquake had been initiated in the western hemisphere when the Soviets attacked the U.S. in the third year of Daniel's 70th week.  Rev. 6:12

18. Further, a massive earthquake had struck Jerusalem following the death and resuscitation of Moses and Elijah, which is probably the one mentioned in chapter 8.  Rev. 8:5, 11:13

19. The events associated with this earthquake have no parallel and are the types of things that Jesus indicated would come on the planet.  Matt. 24:21

20. John emphasizes the unprecedented nature of this event by using the rhetorical device of redundancy, as he details the incredible magnitude of the coming earthquake.

21. The result will be that everything on the earth will be in shambles; all the great achievements of architecture will be reduced to piles of collapsed rubble.

22. As we will see later, this earthquake will drastically change the topography of the earth, resulting in the crumbling of mountains and the sinking of islands.  Rev. 16:20

23. While not mentioned, the death toll will be staggering.

24. As one might imagine, scholars are not in agreement concerning the identity of the great city, which we will demonstrate to be Jerusalem.

25. Some recognize that it is Jerusalem (Lohmeyer, Chilton), while others see it as Babylon (Charles, Mounce, Aune), and still others view the city as a representation of rebellious humanity (Kiddle, Bruce, Morris).

26. The exegetical problem lies in the fact that there are three entities that are given the appellation of the great city.
a. The first is clearly Jerusalem.  Rev. 11:8

b. The second is Rome, the seat of the mother/son cult.  Rev. 17:18

c. The third is the U.S.  Rev. 18:10,21

27. When one considers the immediate context, there is a clear distinction made between the great city and the cities of the nations/Gentiles.
28. While the evidence is not overwhelming, Jerusalem is in view; that city will suffer a severe topographic change, while the major cities and capitals of the world will suffer complete collapse.  Zech. 13:8

29. The Jews suffer this fate as part of the Divine discipline for their treaty with Antichrist, while the nations of the world will suffer their fates because their support of Antichrist, their own anti-Semitism, and their persistent opposition to Jewish sovereignty.

30. There can be little doubt that the flow of the text is interrupted with a parenthesis about Babylon the great, and continues in verse 20.

31. This raises a number of questions as to the identification of Babylon the great in this passage and why it is inserted here with the events of the seventh bowl of wrath.

32. The Word of God uses the name Babylon to refer to:

a. ancient Babylon (Babel), the kingdom of Nimrod.  Gen. 11:9

b. historic Babylon, the kingdom which was destroyed by the Medo-Persians.  Dan. 6:30-31

c. religious Babylon, the mother/son cult.  Rev. 17

d. political Babylon, the United States.  Rev. 18

33. It is clear that all four Babylons have been destroyed by the time of the seventh bowl, so why mention Babylon here?

34. Some have attempted to explain this by suggesting that the Babylon in view is not really any of the Babylons in Scripture, but a city (some say ancient Babylon rebuilt—Keathley, Fruchtenbaum) that becomes the capital of Antichrist.

35. While that may be a possibility, there is nothing outside of this verse to suggest that and we have no definitive proof text to document it.

36. The simple fact is that the entire Armageddon campaign begins with the Soviet attack on the U.S. and continues until the final battle in Israel.

37. The complete destruction of political Babylon serves as a frame of reference for the complete destruction of the world system.

38. Further, the mention of Babylon here (some three years or more after it was destroyed) with the final judgments of the seventh bowl is designed to implicate the U.S. in the final insanity of the world that brings its demise.  Rev. 14:8

39. The final topographical changes on the planet both have to do with mountains, which are known to be altered during severe earthquakes, and was introduced in the sixth seal and mentioned briefly in 11:19.  Rev. 6:14

40. Islands are simply underwater mountains, which will disappear into the seas and destroy the population that is living on them at that time.

41. It is interesting to note that John uses different words for what happens to the islands and what happens to the visible mountain ranges.

a. When he says that the islands flee, he is simply saying that they disappear quickly; he does not explain the mechanism involved.

b. The fact that the visible mountains are not found does indicate that they have collapsed and are reduced to the height of the surrounding region.

42. What we are studying here is not a simple earthquake but a massive cataclysm in which the entire topography of the earth will be altered.  Isa. 30:25

43. These worldwide earthquakes (one massive one really) will trigger tremendous tsunamis that will sweep the world with the great destruction that moving water can generate.

44. While our verse in Revelation does not mention it, it does appear that the tremendous heat suffered during the fourth bowl may have an impact on the polar ice caps and sea level may rise dramatically.

45. If such is the case, the higher sea levels will flood low lying regions (all Florida would be under water with a rise of less than 50 meters) and the new coastal regions would be awash in waves that could reach 100 feet or more.

46. The final effect of the seventh bowl is described in terms of huge hailstones, which some have suggested may not be hail produced thunderstorms.

47. The largest hailstone in recorded history weighed in at just over 2 pounds, was about the size of a melon, and had an impact speed of close to 100 mph.

48. These incoming objects weigh in at anywhere between 75-130 pounds, with 100 pounds being a good average.

49. There has begun to be a worldwide phenomenon in which massive chunks (most in the 25-35 pound range, but one as big as 440 pounds) of ice fall from the sky with no visible storms in the area, which many have attributed to global warming.

50. While some have suggested that this might be a meteor shower or comet storm, these ice balls (megacryometeors) are not composed of extraterrestrial ice bit of ice that has the distinctive chemical signature of ice in ordinary terrestrial hailstones. 

51. While megacryometeors show the telltale onionskin layering seen in hailstones, they also contain dust particles and air pockets found in hail.

52. Beyond this, they are formed in cloudless skies, an occurance that defies all current research on hail formation.

53. Normally, hail forms in the updrafts and downdrafts of thunderstorms; the updrafts carry droplets of super-cooled water, which freeze. 

54. More droplets hit the frozen particles as winds toss them around, the water freezes instantly, and the hailstone grows layer by layer.

55. Global warming involves higher temperatures on Earth's surface, but creates colder conditions in the stratosphere, the uppermost layer of the atmosphere. 

56. Scientiests have linked megacryometeor events to unusual conditions in the "tropopause," the boundary between the troposphere (the lower atmosphere) and the stratosphere. 

57. Located 5 to 9 miles above the surface, the tropopause marks the limit of clouds and is important in the development of storms. 

58. Global warming may be making the tropopause colder, moister and more turbulent, creating conditions in which ice crystals grow like ordinary hailstones in thunderclouds.

59. Further, the fact that the seventh angel pours out his bowl upon the air is pretty good proof that God will actively manufacture the conditions that produce this event in the atmosphere surrounding the earth.

60. Mankind is bombarded with an incoming barrage that will destroy anything in its path and will likely kill many people as well.

61. One recognized fact of warfare is that an invading army would normally attack the defenses of the enemy with an artillery assault before beginning the ground offensive.

62. This is precisely what God is doing here as He pummels the earth and its inhabitants with these icy cannonballs.

63. In spite of these horrific conditions, which should cause a normal person to turn to God, man continues to manifest negative volition and perpetuates the blasphemy of God.  Rev. 16:6,11
64. The Greek verb blasfhme,w (blasphemeo—to blaspheme) denotes speech that rails against another, reviles or slanders him, or is designed to be injurious to his name or reputation.

65. Just as it was one of the defining characteristics of the Antichrist, so it will be of those that align themselves with him.  Rev. 13:6

66. This passage makes it clear that they will recognize that God is the One doing this to them and they understand that He has the power over these plagues.
67. In spite of all that is happening to them, these people are incorrigible in their negative volition and no amount of suffering will cause them to change their minds.
68. This graphically demonstrates that you cannot change volition; no amount of blessing or adversity can make someone who is negative change his mind if he is not inclined to do so.
69. The Greek word translated plague is a term that denotes a blow or stroke that comes by means of a judgment, and has the nuance of heavy affliction or calamity.

70. The verb used is somewhat unusual and is found only 10 times in the New Testament; pata.ssw (patasso) means to strike with a heavy blow and is often used of fatal situations.  Matt. 26:31; Acts 7:24

71. The chapter closes with an emphatic declaration that this plague is exceedingly severe, and should be viewed as the artillery assault before the ground forces begin the final attack.
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